FEBRUARY 1952 


BIBLE 
5 Orc bE T-Y 


“So they read in the book in the law of God distinctly, and 
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wave the sense, and caused them to understand the reading. 
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(See page 29) 
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Roving Chaplains 


BY JAMES V. CLAYPOOL 


ICTURED on this page are the “roving chaplains” of the 
Poacife Like circuit riders of a century ago, they do not 
have any settled station or prolonged preaching-place, but are 
genuine itinerants. 

When the chaplain shown in the center of the group, Chaplain 
R. C. Hohenstein, Captain, Ch. C., U.S.N., came to his new 
assignment to supervise religious activities on scores of ships 
which do not regularly carry on board a chaplain or other 
religious leader, he recognized at the outset that a permanent 
ship’s Bible was needed for each crew. In answer to his request 
pulpit Bibles with the name of each Naval vessel, properly 
embossed on the cover, were supplied at once by the American 
Bible Society. A special dedication service was held for the pres- 
entation of each pulpit Bible for each ship. 

These chaplains rotate from ship to ship on those vessels where 
the size of the crew is too small for a chaplain to be placed per- 
manently. Each chaplain usually remains on board about two 
or three weeks. During that time he has 
opportunity to get to know the men indi- 
vidually and visit with them about per- 
sonal matters which mean much; to dis- 
tribute Scriptures as needed and to or- 
ganize a committee to carry on informal 
religious services after he has left. The 
Bible, too, “‘stands by,” ready for service 
when the chaplain goes on to the next ship. 

This plan of rotation of chaplains among 
the smaller ships of the fleet is a relatively 
recent procedure since World War II. It 
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A Christmas Greeting 


to the AMERICAN BrBLe Society 
I was given one of your fine Bibles here in 
Korea and will say the work you people 
have been doing is what the Lord wants to 
be done about the world. 
David L. Abbee 
A.P.O. San Francisco 
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was developed by the present Chief of Chaplains, U. S. N. 
Chaplain S. W. Salisbury, Rear Admiral, Ch. C., U.S.N., wher 
he was Fleet Chaplain of the Atlantic Fleet prior to assuming hi 
present duties in Washington. The chaplains appearing in thé 
picture were most of them recalled to service since the outbreal 
of the hostilities in Korea and have left home and family literals 
to wander on the face of the earth, in the service of their fellow 
men. One of them was a full-time institutional chaplain minis 
tering to prisoners; another was engaged part time in simila: 
service. They have had experience among displaced persons— 
pecple away from home, family and community, Every one 0 
them bears witness to the vital place of the Written Word in the 
devotional life of those in danger and in unaccustomed sur 
roundings. 

The senior chaplain among them, Chaplain Hohenstein, sur 
vived the bombing of the U.S.S. California at Pearl Harbor 
December 7, 1941, though wounded, and was attached to the 
U.S.S. Wisconsin at the surrender cere 
monies at Tokyo Bay on September 2 
¥ 1945. He is the only chaplain to have beer 
¥ at the beginning and end of hostilities ix 
y World War II. It was Chaplain Hohen 
¥ stein’s custom, when his ship was at sea 

to use the loud-speaker system just befor« 

sunrise ‘to lead all hands in prayer, fre 
SN quently reading a short passage of Scrip 
RK ture as well. Many of the men testifiec 
R to the steadying effect which this littk 
* custom had upon them. 
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: The Way Out of the Dark 


An eye-witness report of the Thirty-third Meeting of the Advisory Council 
of the American Bible Society made by the Executive Secretary of the 
Executive Committee of the Southern Baptist Convention 


CY IRENS WAILED and Christmas-shopping pedestrians 
S ran for air raid shelters at 10:33 a.m. on Novem- 
ser 28 in New York City. 
Inside the curtain-drawn board room at the Bible 
douse, Secretary Paul A. Collyer was telling some- 
hing of the problems created by the increasing de- 
and for the Scriptures abroad, but the fifty or more 
onsultants from various denominations stirred rest- 
essly, and one could sense that through the minds of 
any of them there were running thoughts which 
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projected the trial alarm out toward the real thing. 

After a few moments the all-clear signal sounded, 
the buses, trucks and cars began to move and the 
pedestrians began again their quest for Christmas 
gifts. Soon the silence was broken by the sound of the 
loud-speaker throughout the floors of the Bible House, 
and the announcement was made that the daily Bible 
Reading from Joshua I, which is part of the Thanks- 
giving to Christmas campaign sponsored by the 
American Bible Society, would be read. 
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Paul, who lost his life in World War II in the Philippines, 
Dr. and Mrs. Gregory made a gift of $5,000 to the Ameri- 
can Bible Society for rehabilitating the Manila Bible 
House. A memorial tablet to Paul Gregory has been 
placed in the Bible House at Manila. 

At the close of the testimonial dinner to Dr. Gregory, 
Dr. Nida presided at the installation of Rev. J. W. 
Limkemann as the new Agency Secretary. 


(Continued from page 23) 

Just what did the native pastor choose as the reading 
for Bible Sunday? One selection was II Timothy 3:14-17: 
‘Continue in what you have learned ... , that the man of 
God may be complete, equipped for every good work.” 
And the second selection was from John 5:39: “It is they 
that bear witness of me.” In each language these words 
were read, and each worshiper was moved to reflect on the 
power of the Bible in the life of man. We heard it in only 
twelve languages—yes, only twelve! For portions of God’s 


The Basic Law 


O* PEARL HARBOR DAY, December 7, 1951 an event 
of very great importance and profound historical 
significance took place in the Law Library at Annapolis, 
Maryland. It was the presentation of three editions of the 
Holy Bible to this library—copies of the King James 
Version, the Douay Version and the Hebrew Bible. 
In the accompanying picture Dr. Edgar C. Powers, 


Secretary of the Maryland Bible Society and District 
Secretary of the American Bible Society, is shown 
presenting the King James Bible to Mrs. Louise E. 
Couper, the State Librarian. Governor McKeldin of 
Maryland is seen at the right of Mrs. Couper. The occa- 
sion grew out of the fact that when Mrs. Couper assumed 
her duties as State Librarian she could find no Bible of 
any kind in the library. The idea of having three Bibles 
symbolic of the three faiths that are rooted in God’s 
Word grew out of the Act of Toleration of 1648 and the 
traditional freedom of worship always recognized, if 
sometimes neglected, in the Old Line State. The lectern 
on which the Bibles rest, with its three lights to illumine 
the pages of the open books, is of solid oak, matching the 
woodwork of the library; and stands opposite a similar 
lectern occupied by two unabridged dictionaries. 
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Word have been printed in nearly one hundred times tha 
many tongues. : 

Our preacher Bongelambe Nathaniel chose as his tex 
Il Timothy 3:15 “. . . from childhood you have bee 
acquainted with the sacred writings which are able t 
instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 
In his brief sermon the preacher compared the Bible to th 
shepherd’s staff. He had taken the branch of a tree an 
made a shepherd’s staff, and there he stood with the Bibl 
in one hand and the staff in the other. He said, “‘As thi 
power of God came to the people of Israel whenever Mose 
lifted up his staff, so the power and guidance of God come 
to us today as we take up our Bibles and use them daily, 

Increasingly we hear the bad news that Communis 
propaganda is coming into the population centers 0 
Congo. How wonderful it is to know that the good news o 
Christ has reached not only the large cities of Congo bu 
also thousands of forest villages! And those who love then 
Bibles and read them daily are also lovers of freedom 
truth, justice and brotherhood. 

The Church must teach the millions of illiterates t 
read, then put the New Testament in their hands and hel 
them to understand it. What work could have in it mor 
hope for the future of our world than that? 


Instead of ‘‘Last Flowers’’ 


An incident from the busy life of the pastor of the 
First Baptist Church of Lake Wales, Florida 


BY ANDREW M. HALL 


OR SEVERAL months I had been visiting Mrs. W. 

H. Greene in her home. She had always been ar 
inspiration to her pastor during the days her health 
permitted her to attend the services. But then het 
health began to fail. 

On one occasion she spoke to me of the possibility 
that her illness might be a fatal one. “‘In the eventual. 
ity that it is,” she said, “I should like to request thai 
instead of flowers at my funeral, my friends woule 
send a donation to the American Bible Society.” She 
continued, ‘‘Perhaps the Bibles could best be used in 
Russia and in Japan!” 

A few days after we had conversed a letter came te 
the church from her. It was for the church bulletin 
It read, ‘‘Life on this earth is so short and may be s¢ 
much shorter than we think. Unless God performs é 
miracle of healing (and that is not impossible ever 
now), the time for the last flowers will soon come tc 
my life. If and when it does come, please, all wh« 
would send flowers, give the amount you would spenc 
to my family with the request that it go to the 
American Bible Society.” 

Mrs. Greene went home to God shortly thereafter 
The response to her request was most gratifying. A: 
I write, almost $700 has been sent to the family fo: 
the American Bible Society. One person sent $206 
for the offering. Dozens responded to the noble ges 
ture. God’s servant still lives on in the propagatiot 
of His eternal Word. 
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| We are appreciative of the comprehensive report made by the 
staff on the finances of the Society and hereby acknowledge their 
prudent and trustworthy handling of the funds committed to the 
Society’s care. ae 

We implore the cooperating denominations and individual 
Christians everywhere to provide greater resources, that the 
spreading flame of the Evangel may be taken into ever widening 
areas. 

2. Its joy in the fact that hundreds of thousands of Scriptures 
have flowed to Japan, Korea, Africa, South and Central America 
and to Europe like a spreading flame during the past year. We 
realize that the continuing need among the peoples of the world 
for Bibles to meet their spiritual hunger is inescapable. The 
Bible, indeed, remains the foundation-stone for the world which 
God has made. We remind ourselves of the responsibility God 
has placed upon us to undergird the program of worldwide 
distribution of the Scriptures. 

3. Its conviction that the natural channel for effective distribu- 

tion of the Scriptures in the homeland is the local pastor and the 
Home ‘Missionary. Attention is called to the brochure, ‘The 
Bible and Bibleless Americans,”’ which states the case for Scrip- 
ture distribution in America and shows plainly how Scriptures 
may be obtained from the American Bible Society. We urge that 
the further use of the services of the American Bible Society be 
explored with a view to increasing the same among various com- 
munions represented on this Council by contacts with home mis- 
sion and evangelism executives. 
__4. Its awareness of the wide-open opportunity for large dis- 
tribution of the Scriptures among the Armed Forces and youth in 
training. It has been brought to our attention that here is ‘‘the 
most important mission field, with the most impressionable audi- 
ence now open to the Churches.” We are grateful for the great 
service of the American Bible Society in this area and urge that 
the distribution of Bibles, New Testaments and portions of the 
Scriptures continue to be made upon request of the chaplains, so 
that the Word of God may be supplied to the men and women 
of the Armed Forces. 

5. Its appreciation of the publication during the past year of 
the brochure “‘The Pastor and Ways of Using the Bible.’’ Noting 
its timelines’, we recommend that denominational executives be 
requested to give assistance in placing this brochure in the hands 
f each pastor. 

_6. Its commendation of the proposal to reach each seminary 
raduate with the story of the American Bible Society and its 
ork. We suggest that all theological schools in this country be 
pproached with the request for a list of graduates annually, that 
uch graduates may receive a gift subscription to the Record, a 
opy of ‘“The Pastor and Ways of Using the Bible” and leaflets 
iving information about the work of the Society. 

_ 7. Its satisfaction in the success of Worldwide Bible Reading 
nd the observance of Universal Bible Sunday this year. In 
joting that the number of bookmarks distributed rose from 
12,000,000 in 1950 to over 14,000,000 in 1951, and the number 
f responsive Readings from 3,000,000 to 4,000,000, we recom- 
end the continuation of this observance in 1952. 

8. Its conviction that, in view of the anticipated appearance of 
the whole Bible in the Revised Standard Version in September 
f 1952, the Society should cooperate in publicizing this event. 
‘o this end we recommend that the theme for Worldwide Bible 
Yeading and Universal Bible Sunday should be “The Word of 
Life,” which is the first part of the theme for the celebration of 
he appearance of the Revised Standard Bible in September, 
1952. We approve the desire of the American Bible Society staff 
to have a poster which would carry a companion illustration to 
that provided for the event. We likewise would give approval of 
the joint promotion of a special list of Bible readings to run from 
September 28 to December 31, 1952. 

9. Its approval of the greatly increased public relations out- 
reach of the American Bible Society through expanded use of 
such media as television, radio, audio-visual materials, the 
printed page, in newspapers and magazines, Braille and other 
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systems for the blind, and Talking Book records. For this ex- 
tended outreach for the Word of God we rejoice and urge the 
continued use by the staff of all available media. 

10. Its conviction that the Society should expand its program 
for securing gifts from individuals, that all its mailings to this end 
should stress the evangelical as well as the promotional appeal. 

We call upon all who love the Word of God and believe in the 
work of the American Bible Society to pray for that day when 
the Scriptures can be given to the whole world without hindrance 
and fear. 

Respectfully submitted, 
THE FINDINGS COMMITTEE 
Raymonp M. Ven, Chairman ‘THEODORE W, ANDERSON 
HesseL Bouma Lauriston J. DuBots ~WriiaAM E. HArRIsoNn 
AvDOLF F. MEYER PorTER Routu Haroip W. ScHENCK 
H. F.Scuun, E. C. Scorr, T. Mitton Scorr, R. Norris WILson 


Members Present at the Advisory Council, Nov. 28 & 29, 19517 


. Lee Elmore Baker 


Seventh-Day Adventists. ..... Rey. Erwin E. Roenfelt 
Rey. Roger Altman 

Assemibliesyol Godee whee aa Rey. Wesley R. Steelberg 

American Baptist Convention. Rey. R. Dean Goodwin 


National) Baptist... .,2e.%::.... Rev 
Seventh Day Baptist. ........ Rev 
NOUtherlebaplshem aw reer Rey. 


W. H. Jernagin 
E. Wendell Stephan 
T. L. Holcomb 


Rev. Porter Routh 
Church of the Brethren.......Rey. Ross D. Murphy 
Christian Reformed.......... Rev. Hessel Bouma 


Church of God (Tenn.).... ..Rev. 
Church of God, World Service. Rev. 
Churches of God, N. A....... Rey. Raymond H. Daihl 
Congregational Christian.....Rev. R. Norris Wilson 
Evangelical Congregational... Bishop J. A. Smith 

Rev. J D. Edwards 

.Dr. Arnold T, Olson 

.Rev. Theodore W. Anderson 
Rev. Sheldon E. Mackey 
Rey. L. L. Baughman 

Rev. Raymond M. Veh 

Bice taceee Dr. Henry F. Schuh 


Walter R. Pettitt 
C. M. Hatch 


Eivangelicalebreeag. 7 ae a 
Evang. Mission Covenant. 
Evangelical & Reformed 
Evangelical United Brethren 


American Lutheran 


Augustana Lutheran......... Dr. Oscar A. Benson 
Dr. P. O. Bersell 
Danish Evang. Lutheran..... Rev. Alfred Jensen 
Evangelical Lutheran 
(Nouwerian)-eemec aera: Rey. J. A. Aasgaard 


Finnish Evang. Lutheran 

(Suomijsynod))i wasn tos Rev. John Wargelin 
Mutheran Pree: Churches y.00: Dr, T. O. Burntvedt 
Lutheran Church— 

Missouri Synod...3.....<. Rey. Adolf F. Meyer 
United Luth. Ch. in America. . Rev. Harold S. Miller 
United Ev. Luth. Ch. (Danish).Rev. C. M. Videbeck 

Rey. Hans C. Jersild 
Mennonite, Church. .0% 7... Rey. E. C. Bender 
Gen. Conf. Mennonite Church.Mr. Walter H. Temple 
Miéthodist Church eater secs Rev, Thomas B. Lugg 
Rey, William E. Harrison 
Mr. W. Clyde Sykes 
African Methodist Episcopal .Bishop R. R. Wright, Jr. 
Free Methodist Church...... Rev. C. Adam Kress 
Wesleyan Methodist......... Rey Roy S. Nicholson 
Moravian Church, Northern. . Bishop Kenneth G, Hamilton 
Moravian Church, Southern. . Bishop J. Kenneth Pfohl 
Church of the Nazarene...... Rey. Lauriston J. DuBois 
Mr. A. E. Ramquist 
Presbyterian Church, U.S.. ..Rev. E. C. Scott 
Associate Ref. Presbyterian. ...Rey. R. T. Nelson 
tumberland Presbyterian. ... . Rey. John E. Gardner 
Reformed Presbyterian (Cov.). Rey, Robert D. Edgar 
United Presbyterian. .... ...Rev, T. Milton Scott 
Protestant Episcopal. ........ Bishop John B. Bentley 
Reformed Church in America. Rev. Harold W. Schenck 
Representatives of the following denominations were prevented from 
attending: 
Christian and Missionary Alliance 
Disciples of Christ 
African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church 
Colored Methodist Episcopal Church 
Primitive Methodist Church 
Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. 
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Where the 
Supply of Scriptures is Never Enough 


A report from a Veteran Missionary working in the Prisoner of War Camps in South Korea, where 
thousands of the Society's little Scripture Volumes in both Chinese and Korean are serving 
as open channels for the Saving Grace of Christ to men who have ‘‘sat in darkness” 


BY EARLE WOODBERRY 


E STAND amazed and awed as we look back over 

these past six months, and exclaim, “‘What hath 
God wrought!” ‘““The wrath of man” pitted against 
the omnipotence of God; result—‘“‘things wonderful 
and God-wrought”’ in an ever-widening sequence. 
Prisoners of war have become prisoners of the Lord 
Jesus; captives have become God’s free men; hope- 
less sinners have become new creatures in Christ 
Jesus. Surely neither the Kremlin nor Peking reck- 
oned on such a victory for the Lord Jesus when they 
sent the Red hordes down into Korea. But God has 
made and is continuing to make ‘‘the wrath of man 
to praise Him.” And we praise Him, too, with full 
hearts for this phenomenal response to the Gospel, 
the like of which has never been seen in the lifetime 
of many who have witnessed it. 

Instead of Korean missionaries going to China’s 
masses as they formerly did, China’s masses are pour- 
ing down into Korea. Although the door to China 
was Closed to the preachers of the Gospel, still ‘‘a door 
and effectual is open,’’ and God’s Spirit filled Korean 
missionaries who speak Chinese stand with their 
arms of love open, inviting these desperate souls to 
seek the Saviour. These helpers (only one of them is 
working full time—Pastor Han, of Taegu) were 


sought out from among the refugees when we took 
over this ministry the last of March 1951. In the 
first months 1,500 to 2,000 comprised the audience: 
of voluntary listeners in the large barbed-wire en.- 
closures. Later it was not unusual to have 4,000 tc 
5,000. More recently the attendance has reachec 
6,500 and 7,000. There are two large Chinese POW 
camps, so that, in all, double the numbers mentionec 
are reached with each day’s work. 

There were decisions from the very first, when Mr. 
Lee Tai Yung assisted. He is an evangelist at large 
and was one of the Korean missionaries to China. 
Six hundred regulars and 75 of the 98 Red officers 
put themselves on record the very first month as havy- 
ing received Christ as their Saviour. During the first 
three months 493 officers alone listed their names, 
as well as hundreds more of the regulars. There have 
been times when an effort was made to hold them 
back from decisions in order to be sure they were 
genuine. The past few weeks have seen an increase 
in personal decisions, and where before there was 
remorse, now there seems to be real repentance. 

Bible study, Scripture memorizing and singing 
have helped mightily to build up the faith of these 
groups of new believers. So great is the eagerness of 


Prisoners of war in Korea confronting the Gospel of Christ, taken on Thanksgiving morning 1951. Photographically « 
makeshift, but inspirationally a picture filled with hope and promise of better things for the Kingdom of God in th 
Far East. For this picture we are indebted to Chaplain Harold Voelkel, who continues to furnish the Society witl 


encouraging reports of the profitable use to which the Scriptures it supplies are put. 
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these men to progress that the supply of literature is 
never enough to meet the demand. The days are 
strenuous and long, but the compensations are thrill- 
ing when men stand up in the midst of thousands of 
their fellow prisoners with glory-lighted and tear- 
stained faces lifted upward, oblivious of things of 
earth and time—prison bonds unable to contain the 
‘Spirit, now so free to enter the presence of God and 
pour out, in a torrent of words, prayers of adoration 
and devotion. 

_ We make it a point to be at the camp gate when 
‘mew groups arrive—in rows of five, holding hands— 
weak, war-wearied, frightened and _ bewildered. 
‘These first days are our best opportunity to befriend 
the men and ease their minds with a warm heart, a 
smile and a word in their own language, then a tract 
or Gospel to read. There is almost always a relaxation 
of features and many surprised ejaculations: “‘Say, 
listen toethat! He’s talking Chinese!” 

_ Hospital ministries fill the “days off,” which are 
usually Mondays, and many first contacts are made 
here before the men get into the regular camps. ‘The 
favorite expressions when tracts are being distributed 
are: “‘“Give’me a big one’’; ““Give me a thick one” 
(meaning a Gospel); ‘‘Please give me another.” 


T was SuNDAY morning, and one of those torrential 
] rains known only by those who have been in the rain 
belt was falling on the tin-roofed church. The rain did not 
dampen the spirit of the service, for something fascinating 


Bongelambe Nathaniel is a preacher, Scripture 
translator, author and teacher. He is seen here 
with his wife and child 
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Some keep track of the time element, and the greeting 
will be, “You said you’d be back in two weeks, and 
now it’s three.” ‘Transportation is usually the reason. 

Here is the way a visitor reported the work as he 
saw it: 


Chaplain Earle Woodberry, former missionary to China 
and Korea, preaches to crowds of 4,000 and more Com- 
munists every day. I had the joy of visiting an officers’ area 
with him, where 800 thoroughly indoctrinated Chinese 
Reds heard the Gospel and almost to a man raised hands 
heavenward to ask prayer that God might deal with them 
in mercy and bring them to His Son, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. .. . God is taking the Reds’ own war and using it 
to spread the Gospel to thousands who never would have 
heard it behind the Iron Curtain. 


And here is the testimony of a reporter for an 
American religious weekly, himself a former mission- 
ary in the Philippines, who has traveled widely and 
observed missionary work in China, Japan and India. 
He attended one of the day-break prayer meetings in 
a camp near Pusan. There were 4,800 present that 
morning. He said, “I never expected to see anything 
like that here.” And later at breakfast he repeated, 
“Testillccantt believecit-” 


Bible Sunday, Congo Style 


A missionary of the United Christian Missionary Society working in the Belgian Congo Mission of the 
Disciples of Christ reports a remarkable church service held in the heart of Africa 


4 BY WALTER D. CARDWELL 


was taking place which many eyes had never seen and 
which many ears had never heard. 

It was Bible Sunday, and in the church building at 
Bolenge about six hundred Christians were assembled for 
worship. It was an unusual service. The Word of God was 
read in twelve languages! Yes, twelve of them, in what 
seemed to be just a plain Sunday morning service. Five of 
the languages could be called “languages of the white 
man.’ These were French, Swedish, English, Hebrew and 
Greek. The other seven were languages of Gods’ children 
of the African forests and swamps. Here are their names: 
Lonkundo, Lingala, Lingombe, Lontomba, Bobangi, 
Kiskata, Kikongo. 

On the faces of the Congolese one could read their fasci- 
nation, their wonderment, that their ears were hearing the 
Bible they now know read in eleven other languages. For 
the missionaries, too, this was a remarkable experience. 
We were humbled as we realized what the significance of 
such a service actually was. For one thing, such a thing 
could not happen in our homeland. Where in America 
could one plan a service: where the Bible would be read in 
twelve languages? It could be done in some large university 
center, if plans were made months ahead. But this service 
had happened with only a little planning and with the 
people who are for the most part right around us every 


day. Wonder of it all! 
Continued on page 26 
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Give Us More Ralph Rices 
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He speaks the language of the people and is a persuasive colporteur; but beyond these gifts, 
young people love him and respond to his expert leadership as he teaches them how 
to go out to meet Bibleless people and persuade them to buy and read God’s Word 


BY. PAULA, COLLYVER : 


ICTOR BAZINI is the kind of man we are looking 

for in Central America. In the town of Zacapa, 
Guatemala he was offering for sale an attractive set 
of Gospel portions wrapped together in cellophane 
and an illustrated Gospel of Luke. He stopped at a 
modest home, where a little old lady came to the 
door. She wanted the books very much but told Vic- 
tor she had no money. Would he take two eggs? 
Surely he would. So she went to look for them. Her 
joy had turned to dismay as she came back. Her hens 
had laid only one egg. Would he leave the package 
for one egg? He did. 

Victor Bazini is the kind of young 
man we need, for he has the passion 
and the gifts needed for the making of 
a good colporteur and possibly a 
teacher of colporteurs. He is one of the 
two men who showed the greatest 
promise last year in their training un- 
der Ralph Rice, the Society’s field man 
in Central America. 

Recently Mr. Rice has been con- 
ducting training courses in colportage 
in Guatemala and El Salvador. 

“Does he speak Spanish?”’ asked the 
reception committee named by the 
Bible School of the Friends Mission at 
Chiquimula, Guatemala, as with some misgivings 
they prepared for Mr. Rice’s coming to lead a 
Scripture-selling campaign among the students. The 
answer to that one was a resounding yes, for Ralph 
Rice has been in Central America for many years, 
and ten years ago married a lovely Salvadorean girl, 
a graduate of the Central America Bible School in 
Guatemala City. Born in Louisiana, he speaks 
Spanish as though it were his native tongue. 

When Rice arrived at Chiquimula, he brought 
with him a large supply of Scriptures, to which the 
school book-store added more. Several hours were 
taken to wrap the Scriptures in cellophane packages 
of various colors. The larger packages contained sets 
of thirteen little Books, including the whole New 
Testament with the Sermon on the Mount in a sep- 
arate booklet and the Book of Proverbs. With both 
the larger and smaller sets were offered copies of the 
magazine-size illustrated Gospel of Luke. Mr. Rice 
has found that distribution in this form makes for 
much wider reading, which is always the chief aim. 
To sell a New Testament too often means that the 
purchaser puts it into his pocket and he alone reads 
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Ralph Rice 


it. When the same New Testament is gotten up in 
small Portions and sold as a unit it almost invariably 
results in at least a dozen readers. 

So the Bible school was dismissed, and nineteen 
students gave all their time for three days to the coy-| 
ering of the city of Chiquimula. They had never done 
anything like this before. They started out with much. 
misgiving. The first morning was hard going. One 
girl, to be sure, had sold out, but the rest returned | 
with most of their. books. With little enthusiasm they 
went out again in the afternoon. By the second day 
their fears were gone, zeal for the task taking their 
place. From that first afternoon two | 
boys came back from every trip with 
their bags empty. 

The results? In the city of Chiqui- 
mula and sixteen neighboring com- 
munities 5,372 Portions were sold in 
five days. On two of these days only 
the boys went out. Then for three 
more days Mr. Rice took Victor Bazini 
and Alejo Rojas with him to Zacapa. 
In the whole eight days 9,694 separate 
Portions were sold. 

This was Ralph Rice’s first cam- 
paign in the Republic of Guatemala. 
In his six years of selling the Scriptures 
in other Central American republics it was, he said, 
the best. His previous personal record for a day’s 
work had been 1,213 volumes. In Zacapa on a Thurs- 
day market day he set a new record for himself— 
1,531 Portions. He told the students at Chiquimula 
as he bade them goodbye that sixteen of them had 
done better in their first attempt than he had done 
in his beginning days. 

This is the report of but one of Mr. Rice’s cam- 
paigns. Another was recently held in the capital city 
of Guatemala. Writes Arthur V. Konrad, superin- 
tendent of the Central American Mission there: 

You should have heard some of the stories brought back 
by the forty students who participated. Some were invited 
inside for conversation and refreshments. Two boys were 
invited inside by the man of the house only to have the 
door barred behind them, then given a verbal beating that 
threatened to extend itself to something even more serious. 
They had the joy of seeing this same man break down and 
ask for forgiveness, and were able to sell him some Portions 
before they left! Timid girls learned to overcome their 
natural handicaps, and one of them had such an interest- 
ing time of it one day that she threatened to monopolize 
the report hour that night, to our combined amusement 
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and delight. One boy was detained in jail by an overly 
zealous cop, but I was able to secure his release shortly. 
_ You'll be interested in results too. A total of 22,500 
_ Portions were sold. The prize went to a boy with sales of 
1,442, followed by a girl with sales of 1,236. Not all the 
students were free all week to enter into the work. One 
married student, the mother of a year-old boy, was able 
to go out only two mornings but gave a good account of 
_ herself. Most of the workers testified to a natural shrinking 
from this sort of work, but all of them testified to blessing 
_ from the training it afforded them. We’re indebted to the 
_ American Bible Society for its cooperation and leadership. 
_ All of us are praying now for the work of the Holy Spirit 
in the hearts of the many who will be reading the Por- 
-tions. That’s where you, too, can help. Will you? 
The American Bible Society could use more Ralph 
Rices in Latin America. He not only is a remarkable dis- 
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Secretary Nida presents scroll 
to Dr. Gregory. 


HE GATUN Union Church in the Canal Zone, was the 

scene of a significant and memorable event on Mon- 
day, January seventh. It was a testimonial dinner mark- 
ing the close of thirty-one triumphant years of service for 
the American Bible Society by Secretary Raymond R. 
Gregory, who took up his duties in May 1920. 

Eleven religious groups of the locality were represented 
around the tables. A judge of the Canal Zone courts 
brought greetings from the community at large. A pastor 
spoke the appreciation of the West Indian community on 
the Isthmus. The YMCA through its local secretary ex- 
pressed its gratitude for long years of cooperation on Dr. 
Gregory’s part. An older missionary showed how Dr. 
Gregory had contributed to the whole Christian cause of 
‘the area. A younger missionary, who has known Dr. 
Gregory since childhood, voiced the appreciation of his 
generation. : 
' Two Latin American pastors were present. One gave 
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tributor himself, but he is also a gifted teacher in the spirit 
and techniques of colportage. Everywhere he has had a 
chance, as in Guatemala City and Chiquimula, he has 
transformed skeptical students into enthusiastic distribu- 
tors. Now and then he discovers a man like Victor Bazini, 
whose father is an Italian Jew but who has a brilliant 
mind and true Christian zeal. Who knows but what Victor 
may become another Ralph Rice? 

The various mission groups working in Central America 
are grateful for the service of anyone who can train his 
students in this important branch of missionary work, for 
they often quote the statement of Dr. John A. Mackay, 
former missionary in Latin America and now president of 
Princeton Theological Seminary: ‘It is the Bible that 
opened up the way for the evangelical movement in Latin 
America. The Bible is inseparably linked with the evangel- 
ical movement in Latin America.” 


Secretary Gregory Honored 


the invocation in Spanish at the beginning of the dinner 
and the other spoke words of appreciation for the Spanish- 
speaking churches throughout Central America. 

A “Friendship Book’ containing ninety-nine letters, 
received from eleven states, the Canal Zone and fifteen 
foreign countries, was presented. Among the letters were 
those from missionaries out in the field, from mission 
executives, from friends made in college and during Dr. 
Gregory’s first pastorate in Kansas. Many were from 
friends made in the Canal Zone through the years. 

In behalf of .the Society’s headquarters, Secretary 
Eugene A. Nida presented a scroll in testimony of Dr. 
Gregory’s long and notable service. 

Secretary Nida was also the principal speaker of the 
occasion. In his characteristically warm and _ friendly 
fashion he recounted the earlier days in which Dr. Gregory 
was being prepared for the work and embodied in some 
striking statistics something of the scope of that work. 

Of Pennsylvania-Dutch background and a graduate of 
Franklin and Marshall College, Raymond Gregory had 
intended to enter the law; but following the clear call to 
Christian service and a full seminary course at the Yale 
Divinity School, he spent three years as a Presbyterian 
home missionary in Kansas and later under the foreign 
board of that Church in Mexico. While serving as a 
YMCA secretary in Panama during the First World War, 
Mr. Gregory renewed his acquaintance with Rev. W. F. 
Jordan, then the Bible Society’s Secretary located at 
Cristobal, and whom he had met when he was a mission- 
ary in Mexico. 

Since the way did not open after the war for Mr. 
Gregory to return to Mexico, he accepted the invitation 
in 1918 to remain in Cristobal as Mr. Jordan’s assistant 
and has been there ever since. 

In his thirty-one years of service Dr. Gregory has trav- 
elled about a million miles and has been responsible for 
the distribution of over 5,500,000 Scripture volumes 
among 21,000,000 people, most of whom had no knowl- 
edge of the claims of Christ upon their lives. 

Dr. Nida also recounted how in memory of their son 
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Paul, who lost his life in World War IT in the Philippines, 
Dr. and Mrs. Gregory made a gift of $5,000 to the Ameri- 
can Bible Society for rehabilitating the Manila Bible 
House. A memorial tablet to Paul Gregory has been 
placed in the Bible House at Manila. 

At the close of the testimonial dinner to Dr. Gregory, 
Dr. Nida presided at the installation of Rev. J. W. 
Limkemann as the new Agency Secretary. 


(Continued from page 23) 

Just what did the native pastor choose as the reading 
for Bible Sunday? One selection was II Timothy 3:14-17: 
“‘Continue in what you have learned ..., that the man of 
God may be complete, equipped for every good work.” 
And the second selection was from John 5:39: “It is they 
that bear witness of me.” In each language these words 
were read, and each worshiper was moved to reflect on the 
power of the Bible in the life of man. We heard it in only 
twelve languages—yes,. only twelve! For portions of God’s 


The Basic Law 


O* PEARL HARBOR DAY, December 7, 1951 an event 
of very great importance and profound historical 
significance took place in the Law Library at Annapolis, 
Maryland. It was the presentation of three editions of the 
Holy Bible to this library—copies of the King James 
Version, the Douay Version and the Hebrew Bible. 
In the accompanying picture Dr. Edgar C. Powers, 
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Secretary of the Maryland Bible Society and District 
Secretary of the American Bible Society, is shown 
presenting the King James Bible to Mrs. Louise EB. 
Couper, the State Librarian. Governor McKeldin of 
Maryland is seen at the right of Mrs. Couper. The occa- 
sion grew out of the fact that when Mrs. Couper assumed 
her duties as State Librarian she could find no Bible of 
any kind in the library. The idea of having three Bibles 
symbolic of the three faiths that are rooted in God’s 
Word grew out of the Act of Toleration of 1648 and the 
traditional freedom of worship always recognized, if 
sometimes neglected, in the Old Line State. The lectern 
on which the Bibles rest, with its three lights to illumine 
the pages of the open books, is of solid oak, matching the 
woodwork of the library; and stands opposite a similar 
lectern occupied by two unabridged dictionaries. 


Word have been printed in nearly one hundred times that 
many tongues. 

Our preacher Bongelambe Nathaniel chose as his text _ 
II Timothy 3:15 ‘‘. . . from childhood you have been 
acquainted with the sacred writings which are able to 
instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.” | 
In his brief sermon the preacher compared the Bible to the — 
shepherd’s staff. He had taken the branch of a tree and 
made a shepherd’s staff, and there he stood with the Bible 
in one hand and the staff in the other. He said, “‘As the 
power of God came to the people of Israel whenever Moses 
lifted up his staff, so the power and guidance of God comes _ 
to us today as we take up our Bibles and use them daily.” 

Increasingly we hear the bad news that Communist 
propaganda is coming into the population centers of 
Congo. How wonderful it is to know that the good news of 
Christ has reached not only the large cities of Congo but 
also thousands of forest villages! And those who love their 
Bibles and read them daily are also lovers of freedom, 
truth, justice and brotherhood. 

The Church must teach the millions of illiterates to 
read, then put the New Testament in their hands and help 
them to understand it. What work could have in it more 
hope for the future of our world than that? 


Instead of ‘‘Last Flowers”’ 


An incident from the busy life of the pastor of the 
First Baptist Church of Lake Wales, Florida 
BY ANDREW M. HALL 


OR SEVERAL months I had been visiting Mrs. W. 

H. Greene in her home. She had always been an 
inspiration to her pastor during the days her health 
permitted her to attend the services. But then her 
health began to fail. 

On one occasion she spoke to me of the possibility 
that her illness might be a fatal one. “‘In the eventual- 
ity that it is,” she said, “I should like to request that 
instead of flowers at my funeral, my friends would 
send a donation to the American Bible Society.’”’ She 
continued, ‘“‘Perhaps the Bibles could best be used in 
Russia and in Japan!” 

A few days after we had conversed a letter came to 
the church from her. It was for the church bulletin. 
It read, “Life on this earth is so short and may be so 
much shorter than we think. Unless God performs a 
miracle of healing (and that is not impossible even 
now), the time for the last flowers will soon come to 
my life. If and when it does come, please, all who 
would send flowers, give the amount you would spend 
to my family with the request that it go to the 
American Bible Society.” 

Mrs. Greene went home to God shortly thereafter. 
The response to her request was most gratifying. As 
I write, almost $700 has been sent to the family for 
the American Bible Society. One person sent $200 
for the offering. Dozens responded to the noble ges- - 


ture. God’s servant still lives on in the propagation 
of His eternal Word. 
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Column Eight 


BY ROBERT T. TAYLOR 


HAT CAN we do about column 8?” ‘That was the 

thought which kept running through my mind 
is we discussed the Society’s budget for 1952 in 
he Advisory Council meeting last November. Col- 
imn 8 totals $547,466. It represents the money 
1eeded for Scriptures but which is not provided for 
n the budget. 

In the Army a man is said to be ready for “Section 
3 when he is having difficulty with his mind. It 
seemed to me that I was in a fair way to develop a 
xood case of frustration over column 8. But as I 
studied it and prayed about it, I came to see how 
column 8 could be handled. 

The total budget for 1952 as shown by the tables 
below calls for $2,978,500. After careful and prayer- 
ful consideration the Board of Managers approved 
the estimate of the Secretaries that the Society could 
reasonably expect to receive this amount in 1952. 
Even this is more than has ever been received in any 
previous year. But there is still $547,466 which is 
needed. There it is, detailed in column 8. 

What could we do about column 8? My thoughts 
kept going to the people represented in this column. 

There is needed for translation work $17,587 which 
is otherwise not available. This means that perhaps 
100,000 people, and maybe more, will not know the 
joy of hearing God’s Word in their own tongue be- 
cause no help can be given to put the Scriptures into 
their own languages in 1952. 

“Plates for new versions” shows a deficit of 
$36,500. Only $30,000 is in the 1952 budget; andsr, 
Eugene Nida, the Society’s Secretary for ‘Transla- 
tions, estimates that we are going to need $66,500. 
People may have to wait for a year for their Gospels 
to be published because these plates cannot be made. 
How can we be content to wait a year to bring the 
news of salvation to people, when the obstacle is no 
more than a few additional cents from every reader 
of this page? 

The next item is Scriptures for service men. ‘There 
is $100,000 for this purpose in the 1952 budget, but 
we know from experience that at least $205,000 is 
going to be needed. Certainly no chaplain should 
have to say to a soldier, sailor or Marine, ‘‘We are 
sorry, but no more Testaments are available.” How 
can we refuse to send a Braille volume for a blinded 


veteran or to supply Bibles for a study class in a 


‘veteran’s hospital? How can we? 

Brazil is the next big problem. Here $135,000 is 
the minimum amount needed to meet the Scripture 
requirements of this nation just now responding toa 
widespread evangelistic movement—a nation where 
the Churches are growing faster than any place on 
earth. But $35,000 of this is in column 8! 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD 


What can we do about Korea? Churches are being 
resupplied with Scriptures, starting with a Bible for 
the pastor. Chaplains are asking for thousands of 
Korean Testaments for North Korean prisoners of war 
—here is a marvelous opportunity for evangelism. 
The South Korean Army must have a continuing, 
supply of New Testaments. At least $118,000 will be 
needed for Korea in 1952, but only $52,000 is in 
the budget. That leaves $66,000 in Column 8. 

Japan needs $283,835 for Scripture production and 
colportage work in 1952. Only $110,011 can be 
placed in the budget. ‘This means that $173,824 must 
still be secured from some other source. 

India and Burma are short $51,000. My good 
friend Chandu Ray is there; he is the Punjab Secre- 
tary of the Bible Society of India and Ceylon. I know 
how his heart will be grieved if Bibles are not made 
available for the many who have just come to 
know Christ Jesus. 

There is in the regular budget an appropriation of 
$74,850 for Europe, but the minimum need is 
$137,405. So $62,555 for this strategic area is in col- 
lumn 8. When one thinks how much is being spent on 
military supplies, he wonders why it is that we can- 
not have even $137,000 to give support to the Chris- 
tian Churches of Europe. Some of those wanting 
Bibles live in areas where the Church is continually 


The 1952 Budget 
Estimated Regular Income, 1952 


Proms Churches ect ptiee ie race seine eked $ 600,000 
[goyoa boVeinphiAky ok, de Onsale olde sed oso mec 746,500 
From Trust Funds, Legacies, Annuities......... 672,000 
Hor orksionet ne, Blind gc ei aenet yer er heuste 50,000 
(from Churches and Individuals) 

Brome Others SOurGesiyacyont cece ocr ieee ole ner stron tam 25,000 
BromyUnexpended) Balances’... mninyr dca eter k= 275,000 

FL otaleg exSia nee ee sea ek cet ae $2,368,500 
Returns from Sales of Scriptures in the U.S...... 610,000 


$2,978,500 


Proposed Expenditures in 1952 


From Required to be 
Income as Raised by Over- 
Estimated and-Above Gifts 
Above (Column 8) 
For Distribution, U.S.A....... $ 595,491 $105,000 
For Distribution Abroad...... 886,846 388,379 * 
For Translation and Plates... . 70,432 54,087 
For Bible Society Record, Promo- 
tion of Use, Publicity and 
Wisital AICS) creee Nacthue, ats 306,638 — 
For Promoting Income........ 252,493 
For Administration, ‘Treasurer, 
Pension Hund, ete! in... see 256,600 — 
$2,368,500 $547,466 


*Includes Brazil, $35,000; Korea, $66,000; Japan, $173,824; 
India, Burma, $51,000; Europe, $62,555. 
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harassed by government restrictions. Surely, these 
people deserve our hearty and complete support. 

What to do about column 8? Then I remembered 
going with my father to churches in Illinois during 
the twenty-five years which he spent as a synodical 
executive. Time after time he talked with the people 
of the church, and they raised the budget when it 
seemed, before he came, that it was impossible that 
the money could be secured. 

Many times I heard him say to the people, “When 
you go downtown shopping, your money disappears 
in a hurry. You spend something in the grocery store, 
some more in the butcher shop; you buy only one or 
two things in the hardware store, and it doesn’t seem 
that you have spent any money at all in the five-and- 
ten-cent store. Then when you get home, you wonder 
what happened to the ten-dollar bill you started out 
with You count up and find that spending a dollar 
here and fifty cents there and a dime somewhere else 
suddenly count up, and to more than ten dollars. 

“The same thing is true with the church budget. 
One man gives five dollars, a woman gives ten dol- 
lars, two men give a hundred dollars each, and so on, 
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until almost before you know it the amount needed 


to pay off the debts and to meet the operating ex-_ 


penses for a year has been received.” 

That is the way we are going to take care of column 
8! We are going to see to it that money is made 
available for translation and plates, and that we do 
not have to deny Scriptures to the people of Brazil, 
China, Japan, India, Burma and Europe or have a 
chaplain refuse a single service man the Testament 
he asks for. The WE means the members of the Amer- 


ican Bible Society. It means the readers of the | 


Bible Society Record. It means that in 1952 everyone 
is going to do just a little better than in 1951 and 
that each person is going to try to get someone else 
to send a gift of $1 or more—and more is certainly 
needed—to provide the Scriptures. 

It is a time-tested plan. My father is probably 
still using it in his church in Illinois. It works. This 
is the way God’s people meet emergencies. When 
they are united in their determination to further the 
work of the Kingdom, and when everyone does some- 
thing, it seems that we have; as it were, a reenactment 
of the miracle of the loaves and fishes. 


Abraham Lincoln’s Bibles 


stuDy of the various Bibles known 
A to have figured in the life of Abra- 
ham Lincoln, submitted by Robert S. 
Barton, unfortunately is too long for in- 
clusion in the Record, but the following 
notes may be of interest, particularly in 
view of the fact that Clarence Edward McCartney 
has found seventy-seven Biblical quotations or allu- 
sions in Lincoln’s speeches, letters, state papers and 
recorded conversations. 

Probably the first Bible that came into Lincoln’s 
life was a rather large volume printed in England 
in 1799 with comments by the Rev. Mr Ostervald, a 
Swiss divine, whose notes, translated from French, 
were particularly popular toward the end of the 
eighteenth century. When and how this Bible came 
into the family and if the young Lincoln learned to 
read it himself and by whom he was taught to read, 
are matters of some dispute, but his name appears in- 
side the front cover; and some are of the opinion that 
this autograph was written when Lincoln was only 
ten years old. ‘Then there was the Bible given him by 
Mrs. Lucy Speed in 1841 with the recommendation 
that “it was the best cure for the blues.”” Lincoln was 
very low in spirits at that time and promised to read 
it regularly. He must have genuinely appreciated the 
gift, for twenty years later he sent Mrs. Speed a pho- 
tograph of himself inscribed with her name and a 
reminder of the fact that she had given him the Bible 
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twenty years earlier. This was an Oxford Bible whose 
present location is not known. The Lincoln family 
Bible, with “‘Mary Lincoln” inscribed on the cover, 
was a “Comprehensive Bible” printed in Philadelphia 
in 1847. It contained much supplementary matter 
and was typical of its period. In this Bible was kept: 
the family record. Oddly enough, the Bible used at 
Lincoln’s first inauguration was a very small one, 
bound in crimson plush, with a metal title-plate and 
metai edges, again typical style of the times. 

There are a number of references to Mr. Lincoln’s 
use of a pocket Testament, but Mr. Barton was not 
able to locate any copies. There is privately owned 
a copy of the Psalms in large type, printed by the 
American Bible Society, on the cover of which is the 
President’s name and the verse Psalms 40:4: ‘‘Blessed 
is that man that maketh the Lord his trust, and re- 
specteth not the proud, nor such as turn aside to 
lies.” In the Essex Institute in Salem, Massachusetts 
is a Testament, printed also by the American Bible 
Society, owned by Charles W. Merrill, which during 
the battle of Chancellorsville stopped a bullet. To 
replace this President Lincoln sent its owner a Bible 
on May 8, 1863, also owned by the Institute. 

It was his life-long friend Joshua Speed, an avowed 
skeptic, to whom Lincoln said in 1864: “You are 
wrong, Speed. Take all of this book upon reason that 


you can, and the balance on faith, and you will live | 


and die a happier and better man.” 
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[Annual Membership in the Society is secured through 
a gift of $5 or more for the carrying on of its work. 
The Society also provides for Life Membership, Life 
Directorship and Memorial Membership. Particulars 
will be sent on request. The editors welcome corre- 
spondence from members and devote this page in each 
issue to that purpose. ] 
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From Stillwater, Oklahoma: 


I am enclosing a check for $25 for Bibles for the 
Korean people. I have a grandson flying a jet fighter 
at the front. I think yours is a wonderful work to be 
engaged in, and am glad to be a partner. 


From Greenfield, Illinois: 


Again, it is with praise to God and great joy that 
I send you this check. How very thankful I am for 
an agency such as yours. How I rejoice for the hunger 
‘for God’s Word from people everywhere. May His 
own blessing be on each of these fifty dollars, that 
He so lavished on me, His child. 


From Downers Grove, Illinois: 


Just read article in September 1951 Bzble Record— 
“Evangelizing Without Bibles.’”? Am enclosing small 
check. If possible would be glad to have it used for 
the Bible Training School at Mutoto, Congo, Africa. 

We must spend so much to manufacture arms for 

_destructign, and then to think of the many who de- 

sire the Word of God but who must be denied even 
the New Testament or a Portion of it. May God bless 
the work of the American Bible Society. 


From Evanston, linois: 


Please find $25 enclosed to help in your work. 
This summer I found your Bibles in places accessible 
to seamen in the U.S. Merchant Marine. I consider 
this a most worth-while placement. 


From Santa Barbara, California: 


The work of the Bible Society is thrilling. Your 
magazine, too, is worth far more than money or 
words can express. 

_ We have twice through this year sent small contri- 
butions, but I cannot resist another gift to your work 
in return for the joy imparted by the Record and the 
gratitude I feel for the beautiful calendar for 1952. 
I am already consulting it frequently. 


From Igloo, South Dakota: 


This $10 is sent in honor of grandpa’s one hundred 
first birthday, which he is having today. He cannot 
see well enough to read the Bible himself, but he so 
loves God’s Word that I know it would please him if 
some who have good eyes but no Bible may also have 
®B COpy. ine 
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From Detroit, Michigan: 


Over a dozen times in the last three months I have 
heard addresses from missionaries who have just come 
back from various parts of the world, and every one 
of them told of the wonderful job being done by the 
American Bible Society. Many of them said they 
could not have done the great things they did, had 
it not been for your Society. Also, many of them said 
that the people to whom ee gave the precious books 
thought of your Society as “‘angels sent from God.” 

It gave me great delight to know that I had helped 
in this work. 


From Kansas City, Missouri: 


You were ready when the floods hit us here in Mis- 
souri and in Kansas. Probably my proudest momént 
was when I read the Record account of all of the re- 
placed church Bibles—large and small, plain or em- 
bossed, each one like the original it was replacing. 
There is a better word than ‘‘wondrous,” but I can’t 
seem to find it. 


From Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: 


Enclosed is a money order for $10 for Scriptures— 
be they Gospels or ‘Testaments—to meet the need and 
opportunity in Korea. One G.I. there is with spiritual 
earnestness reading the Bible an aunt sent him. He 
gives fifteen minutes daily to his treasured volume— 
a noble lad if there is one. 


From Ellijay, Georgia: 

A Methodist pastor, in a letter advising us that 
his church was sending a gift for our work through 
his Conference treasurer, includes the following para- 
graph: | 

You sent us a $1,000 worth of Bibles to Manchuria 
while I was a missionary to the Russians in Siberia 
and Manchuria. They were sent to us first to Vladi- 
vostock, but the Russians would not let them in, so 
they went around by way of Harbin, Manchuria. 
They were greatly appreciated by most of the Rus- 
sians who received them. We managed to get lots of 
them into Russia. 


The Cover Picture 


The widespread ignorance of the Bible in our country 
is one of the most serious roadblocks to the spiritual prog- 
ress which our critical days call for. The pastors of our 
churches occupy a strategic position in the effort to re- 
move this obstacle. The American Bible Society has pre- 
pared a 32-page booklet entitled ‘The Pastor and Ways 
of Using the Bible,” which it offers free to any minister 
of the Gospel who desires a copy. It is replete with sug- 
gestions growing out of actual experience on how to 
encourage personal Bible reading, how to use the Bible 
in the home, in the church school, in public worship, in 
the minister’s own personal life and in situations be- 
yond the area of the local church’s accepted sphere of 
responsibility. 

Requests for booklet should be sent to American Bible 
Society, Dept. U, 450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N.Y. 
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DAILY BIBLE READINGS 


FEBRUARY 
Day Book Chapter Day Book Chapter 
1 Genesis 2 16 John 5:1-16 
2 Genesis 3.17 Sunday, 
3 Sunday, John 5:17-47 
Genesis 12:1-10° 18) )john 6:1-34 
4 Genesis 28 19 John 6:35-71 
5 Exodus 3:1-14 20 I Timothy 1 
6 Exodus 14 21 I Timothy 2 
7 Exodus 15 22 I Timothy 4 
8 Deuteronomy 5:1-24 23 I Timothy 6 
9 Deuteronomy 6 24 Sunday, 
10 Sunday, Revelation 1 
Deuteronomy 8" 25 Revelation’ (21-11 
11 Psalms 32 26 Revelation 7:9-17 
12 Psalms 73 27 Lent, Hosea 6 
13. John 2 28 Hosea 11 
14 John 4:1-30 29 Hosea 14 
15 John 4:31-54 


Worldwide Bible Reading Echoes 


BY JAMES V. CLAYPOOL 


The extension of the Worldwide Bible 
Reading program concluded at Christ- 
mas time has covered an unusually wide 
range of people. For all evidences of 
wider Bible reading we are grateful. 

This letter from a librarian who is a 
Catholic sister in a Roman Catholic high 
school is not common, but Worldwide 
Bible Reading material has found its 
way into several of these groups: “I 
should be grateful if you would send me 
a poster and some bookmarks to be used 
in our library. Since our boys and girls 
are urged in their religion classes to make 
a study of the Bible, I feel that I should 
remind them of Universal Bible Sunday.” 

From two penal institutions, one a 
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Federal penitentiary and the other a 
state training school for boys, chaplains 
wrote: ‘Your shipment for Universal 
Bible Sunday, which we requested, has 
arrived. We are grateful. May God richly 
bless those who are making this continued 
ministry possible.” 

“Tt is good for our boys to share in this. 
We will try to interest the boys as much 
as possible in this occasion. We have al- 
most fifty percent of the Protestant boys 
here at the school reading their Testa- 
ments every day.” 

State Universities and denominational 
colleges wrote their “thank-yous.” Else- 
where from among youth came promises 
such as: ““The Y.M.C.A. (or Y.W.C.A.) 
will make use of this material, and our 
members are very happy to have it.” 

Ministers cause joy-bells to ring in the 
hearts of our Bible Society family when 
they say: ““We delight in your great Uni- 
versal Bible Sunday materials.” —““Words 
won’t express what an inspiration your 
poster gave us. It is highly appreciated. 
Please let me commend you for the fine 
spirit which prompted you to render 
this service.” 

More reports of union services and 
community observances have been re- 
ceived this year. Their spirit is reflected 
in the following letter: ““The Ministerial 
PNUGWANGE OF oS Rhee wishes to-inform 
the American Bible Society of its whole- 
hearted cooperation in, and appreciation 
of, the current Bible Reading campaign 
and forthcoming Universal Bible Sun- 
day. We have agreed to hold a union 
service, with one intensified attempt to 
reach people with the Bible. We are 
grateful to you for this widely expanding 
program of bringing attention to the 
Word of God. Thank you.” 

From Japan our souls are inspired by 
this news: “‘We are sending the posters 
in our language to 3,000 churches and 
Christian organizations all over Japan.” 
Added to 3,000 posters in the Korean 
language printed in the United States, 
and shipped across, were 3,000 more 
“blank” posters, with no English word- 
ing, supplied for further use by the 
Japan and the Korean Bible Societies. 

Bookmarks—150,000 of them—in the 
Spanish language were printed in the 
United States this year for the first time, 
though the Latin American Agencies 
again provided most of their own ma- 
terials for indigenous use. There was 
much more comment about Bible Read- 
ing in both religious and secular foreign- 
language magazines. 

Greater mention on television, na- 
tional radio hook-ups and local broad- 
casts was given than in any previous year, 
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and a new service offered to “dise 


jockeys” was received cordially by a 


considerable number of them. 

From enthusiastic persons in active 
Bible classes to passive patients in hospi- 
tals the bookmarks were read. During 
the twenty-four hours of Thanksgiving 
Day it is conservative to say that an 
average of a hundred people each second 
of the twenty-four hours commenced 
reading the Psalm for the Day. For Uni- 
versal Bible Sunday 4,000,000 of our 
responsive Readings had been mailed to 
churches on request. Church bulletins 
issued by denominations were in many 
instances prepared especially for Bible 
Sunday. 

In such manner does Bible Use march 
on. Bible services in the armed forces; 
editorials in the press; cartoons, stories 
in magazines, advertisements in news- 
papers, posters in libraries—all took an 
upswing this year. Already some people 
have written about next year. 

It is hoped that wide use will be made 
of the Society’s admirable selection of 
Bible passages for reading each day of 
1952. The words with which President 
Truman concluded his endorsement of 
Bible Reading are the prayer of us all: 
“The labors of the American Bible So- 
ciety must never be suffered to grow less.” 


* * 


December Meeting of the Board 


A meeting of the Board of Managers” 


of the American Bible Society in its one 
hundred and thirty-sixth year was held 
at the Bible House, 450 Park Avenue, 
New York 22, on Thursday, December 6, 
1951, at 3:30 p.m., President Daniel 
Burke, LL.D., in the Chair. 

Devotional exercises were conducted 
by Secretary Eugene A. Nida. 

Mr. George F. Gentes and Mr. Willis 
H. Booth were elected members of the 
Board of Managers. 

The Budget for 1952 was approved. 

The Report of the Findings Committee 
of the Advisory Council was presented. 

The resignation of General Secretary 
Cropp was received and accepted with 
great regret. 

The Board approved of new editions 
of the Scriptures in several languages, in- 
cluding Spanish, Chol, Huasteco, Toto- 
nac, Tzotzil, Zapotec of Puebla Atepec, 
Valiente, Shipibo, Tchien, Bano’o, Ki- 
kwango, Luvale and Tshwa. 

Rev. Ae H. Wilkinson, General Secre- 


tary of the British and Foreign Bible 


Society, en route from Canada to Eng- 
land, brought greetings from his Society 
and was warmly welcomed by the Board. 
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Power in the Word 


ae: GOD speaks with redemptive power from his 

: published Word is revealed from four incidents 

related by Rev. R.. Dean Goodwin of the American 

Baptist Convention after a recent trip to Central 

America. He says: 

__ Missionary Thomas F. F. Dixon, who works in El Salva- 
dor, told me that he Went one time to give a Bible to a man 
who ordered him out of his home when he offered the 

Bible. When Mr. Dixon had gone two miles from this 

man’s house he met the man’s neighbor and asked him to 

give the Bible to the man. As a result of that Bible being 

_placed in the home, Mr. Dixon was present fourteen years 
later to see the man baptized. 

Mr. Dixon told of a man in El Salvador who read the 
Bible in order to get stories with which to regale those with 
whom he drank at the saloon. They did not know Bible 
stories such as those about David and Goliath, and there- 
fore he had new stories that no one else had ever heard 
before. He would read the Bible, then go to the saloon and 
‘drink and tell his stories and then return home to read 

_ other stories for his next trip to the saloon. Fortunately, the 

_ Bible “got him”? before the liquor did. He read so much 

_ that he finally had to accept the truth of what he was 
reading and he became a convert. 

_ In Managua, Nicaragua I met a blind man who had 
been a beggar for many years. He used the money that he 
received to buy drinks. He was known for his cursing and 

_ for the abuse that he visited upon anyone who refused him 

-money. And then one of our Christian persons led him to 
follow Christ. The blind man then said, ‘‘A Christian does 
not beg”’; and so he taught himself to be a scissors grinder 
so as to earn a living. He said also that a Christian must 
learn to read if he would follow Christ. He taught himself 
to read the Spanish Braille. When I met him in church he 
sat there before the service began with a Portion of the 
Bible in Braille, running his fingers over the words and 
telling me in Spanish what the words were. The Braille 
volume was a gift of the American Bible Society through 
our missionary. 

_ Because of the remarkable power of the Word of God 
our missionaries make much of placing the Bible or Por- 
tions of it in the hands of people. Thomas Dixon carries 

Portions of the Bible with him whenever he goes into a 
‘strange place, and whenever he has an opportunity he 

gives the Word of God to the people. In an Indian village 
where it was not too safe to go, he stopped at a door, visited 
with the woman of the house and gave her a Spanish edi- 
tion of the Gospel of Luke. This was the new illustrated 
edition. A neighbor woman saw the gift and came running 
for her copy too. In such a way the Word of God is spread. 


The Conversion of Julio Nehemiah 


“When we left here last year,” said a missionary of the 
Brethren Mission working in Puerto Cumarebo, State of 
-Falcén, Venezuela, “there was a man who came to Mr. 
Cumming and asked to buy a Bible. He was so drunk that 
Mr. Cumming almost refused to sell him one. However, 
‘he thought it would be a good risk, and let him have the 
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Bible. He had been a real enemy, owned a drink store in 
front of the meeting hall, and had threatened his com- 
panion if she dared attend our services. He was known 
as a desperate character, was often taken home drunk, and 
when in that state he used to plan to kill his enemies. 
However, the reading of the Bible convinced him that the 
Gospel was the truth. He crossed the street and listened to 
the Word. The Lord saved him, and his new life was soon 
manifested. He closed his bar and cleared out all vices. He 
is going to be married, and when we arrived last Thursday, 
he dressed in his best suit and came over to tell us his 
experience of redeeming grace. What a transformation has 
taken place in Julio Nehemiah!’ 


Needed—neither Doctor, 
Judge nor Priest 


Colporteur Don Elias Virgilio distributed 13,541 Scrip- 
ture volumes last year in central Peru. He worked in the 
mining camps and among the road construction gangs, 
visiting the windowless mud huts of the Indians who live 
on the bleak barren “‘punas”’ of the highlands, also calling 
at the offices of business men and merchants in the moun- 
tain towns and villages. 

In his report for the year is included this quaint but 
beautiful testimony from an isolated mountain village. 
There Sr. Virgilio came upon a man who said, “I have 
never been able to attend any evangelical service, but I 
have read the teachings of the Bible and for years I have 
not had to employ the services of either doctor, judge or 
priest, because as I read I bend the knee and ask the Lord 
to perform His good will in accordance with what I have 
read, and all the fears and pains of the family dissolve 
away.” 


American Bible Society Directory 
(Presented in more complete form on this page in every other issue) 


President, Daniel Burke; Secretaries: E. M. North, F. H. Mann, R. T. Taylor; 
Treasurer, Gilbert Darlington; Secretary for Public Relations, F. C. Stifler; Secretary for 
Promotion of Bible Use, James V. Claypool, 35 E. Wacker Drive, Chicago 1; Secretary 
for Translations, E. A. Nida; Secretary for Visual Materials, H. H. Ragatz; Secretary, 
Work for the Blind, Miss S. R. Barrett; Assistant Secretary, Foreign Department, P. A. 
Collyer. 


Heapguarters: Bible House, 450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N.Y.; telephone, 
Plaza 9-4300. 


District Orrices: in the United States: 116 South Salina St., Syracuse 2, New 
York; 701 Walnut St., Philadelphia 6, Pa.; 9 East Franklin St., Baltimore 2, Md.; 
Central Nat’! Bank Bldg., Richmond 19, Va.; 85 Walton St., Atlanta 3, Ga.; 123 
E. 6th St., Cincinnati 2, Ohio; 47 South 9th St., Minneapolis 2, Minn.; 2233 Bryan 
St., Dallas 4, Texas; 1445 Glenarm, Denver 2, Colo.; 224 McAllister St., San Fran- 
cisco 2, Cal.; 325 Ramona St., Pasadena, 1, Cal. 


Division Orrices OF THE HAVEN MeMorIAL AGENCY FOR COLORED PEOPLE: 56 
Gammon Ave., S.E., Atlanta, Ga.; St. Luke Bldg., 902 St. James St., Richmond 20, 
Va.; 5424 Woodland Ave., Cleveland 4, Ohio; 2516 Thomas Ave., Dallas 4, Texas. 


Freip Orrices: 4956 Chestnut St., Philadelphia 39, Pa., 1504 Arrott Bldg., Pitts- 
burgh 22, Pa.; 609 Baptist Bldg., 310 North Ervay St., Dallas 1, Texas; 1435 G Street, 
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Depositories located at same addresses in New York, Atlanta, 35 E. Wacker Drive, 
Chicago 1, Dallas and San Francisco. 


Forricn AcEnctrs located in: Havana; Mexico City; Cristébal, Canal Zone; 
Lima, Peru; Santiago, Chile; Buenos Aires, Argentina; Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; Istan- 
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Cooperating Bible Societies in New England located in: Portland, Me.; Concord, 
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| into Bibles 


What better use can you make of your dollars than to 
have them changed into Scriptures for those in the 
Armed Services? The need is great. The 1952 Service 
Scripture budget is $105,000 short of the need. (See 
article in this issue, “Column Eight.”) 
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No man who asks his chaplain for a New Testament 
should be told “No, we can’t get any more.” 


So—the Scriptures are being sent with the faith that 
many more Christian friends will have their dollars 
turned into Bibles. 


Y Your Society is continuing to supply these Scriptures. 


Please send us everything below this line 


PLEASE MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY! 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N.Y. 


Enclosed is my gift of $ 


$5.00 will be changed into Testaments for 20 men. 
$10.00 will be changed into Testaments for 40 men. 
$100.00 will be changed into Testaments for 400 men. 
$1.00 will be changed into Testaments for 4 men. 


You do not need to write your name. When you clip the coupon just include the printed 
address which we used to send you this magazine. Your receipt will be mailed the day we 


receive your gift. If we have not\used your correct name and address (or have made any 
other mistake), please print the correction below. 
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